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Device Summary 

The LumiraDx Platform is designed to perform a broad menu of tests including infectious disease, 

cardiovascular disease, diabetes, and coagulation disorders.  

Leveraging testing methodologies used in lab analyser systems, the portable LumiraDx Platform 

enables healthcare providers to deliver lab-comparable performance and real-time results, in 

minutes, at the point of care and without the need for phlebotomy. 

Purpose of this document 

The purpose of this document is to share information on the LumiraDx Platform from the 

perspective of an independent reviewer. This document may then be shared for other potential 

users to determine if the LumiraDx Platform has the design features and capabilities that may be 

attractive to Point of Care services. 

Design 

The LumiraDx Platform is small and very portable; it would be comfortably usable on a small bench 

top or table and would work well in a pharmacy setting where space is of a premium. The colour 

touch screen is intuitive and guides the user throughout the sample testing process to reduce the 

risk of mistakes or confusion.  

The sample is introduced into the Platform underneath a cover – this cover could be a weak point on 

the design as Point of Care settings often require devices to be incredibly robust due to the nature of 

the devices being moved and handled on a regular basis. However, since market launch of the 

Platform there have been negligible complaints made about the cover. Sufficient training and 

guidance should minimise the risk of damage to the Platform. 

Usability: 
 
The testing procedure is relatively simple and any Point of Care user should be comfortable 

processing both patient samples and quality control samples once training has been provided. The 

step by step guidance on the screen is very intuitive and helpful to the user.  

There is a sample preparation step prior to the sample being added to the test strip. This is only 

required for patient samples and involved the mixing of the sample with a lysis buffer to create 

haemolysate. However, the components of the kit are designed in such a way to make the process as 

simple as possible and aren’t anticipated to be off-putting to the user. All of this would be covered as 

part of a training session. 

Patient Comfort: 
 
The test requires a very small patient sample that can be collected by a finger-prick; this is usually 

deemed more favourable to the patient as it is less invasive than a venous sample collection. 

Convenience and comfort can be further enhanced by the fact that the device can be utilised  
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anywhere, for example, within a pharmacy setting and this will allow for the patient to have easier 

access to the testing rather than waiting for a clinic or GP appointment.  

Anecdotally it has been found that patients who feel involved in their healthcare provision are more 

inclined to accept interventions and this increases engagement and positive outcomes for the 

patient. Generally, a setting such as a pharmacy may have a closer relationship with the patient if 

they have used that setting for a long time and therefore would be somewhere the patient would 

feel the most comfortable to accept a test and discussions about lifestyle and diet. 

Stock Management: 
 
The consumables for the LumiraDx Platform are very small and the test strips can be stored at room 

temperature. This is particularly advantageous as most clinical areas do not have spare space in their 

fridges and cold stores. The consumables have an adequate shelf life for areas that may only utilise 

them intermittently so it is unlikely to be wasteful.  The consumables are also manufactured in 

Scotland which is beneficial as we would be unlikely to experience supply chain issues and this adds 

a level of robustness to a service. 

Sustainability: 

The LumiraDx Platform uses a thin flexible test strip which negates the need to be disposed of in a 

clinical sharps bin, as would be the recommendation for any cartridge based consumables. The small 

size of the test strips means that clinical waste bags will fill up very slowly where as large cartridges 

require more frequent changes of sharps bins. This is a cost implication that may not be factored in 

to other devices and should be a strong consideration when choosing a device for any Point of Care 

service.  

Other considerations:  
 
The LumiraDx Platform can be utilised for a variety of tests and is not restricted to HbA1c. This could 

be advantageous when compared to competitive devices because the test repertoire may mean that 

a POC service doesn’t have to source and procure a different device should they want to add an 

assay to their service that may already be provided by LumiraDx. 

It was noted that the Platform doesn’t audibly alert the user when the strip has heated – this would 

mean that the user would have to stay in close proximity to the device as the window for sample 

application after heating is short. This would be embedded in the training to ensure strips were not 

wasted. 

Conclusion:  
 
The LumiraDx Platform is ideal for a Point of Care setting and provides the ease of use, patient 

comfort and has a design even suited to those users who only have basic analytical knowledge. 
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*This document is intended to provide the reader with information regarding Point of Care devices. The opinion is solely 

that of POCT-for-Scot Ltd and is not intended to serve as an advertisement.* 


